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CLARIVATE ANALYTICS – WHO ARE WE

1. With more than 4,200 staff worldwide, Clarivate
supports customers through curated editorial
content, leading professional services, custom
product and service development and much more.

2. Over 10,000 leading government and academic
institutions, and research intensive corporations use
the Web of Science for its 100 years worth of
research.

3. Headquartered in the US, we are a global,
information-led company operating in over 100
countries around the world.
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Web of Science Core Collection
Allows search and discovery of a trusted set of titles with 
comprehensive coverage in terms of subject, region, and medium 
(journals, books, proceedings)

SCIE/SSCI/AHCI collections
Contain the most impactful journals enabling searches to be restricted 
to these titles

Web of Science Platform
The Web of Science platform contains multiple products with the Web of Science Core Collection at 
its heart

Our USP
Guided by the legacy of Dr Eugene Garfield, and adapted to respond to technological advances and changes in the 
publishing landscape, our robust evaluation and curation makes the Web of Science Core Collection the most 
authoritative global citation database

SCIE, 
SSCI, 
AHCI

articles
Regional Collections
Allows us to balance the need to expand and serve new customer 
bases with the need to maintain high levels of editorial curation within 
the core collection
ARCI: criteria for inclusion are a subset of the Core Collection criteria 
allowing a clear pathway from ARCI to ESCI and then on to  
SCIE/SSCI/AHCI 

ARCI
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The WoS Core Collection
A trusted, high quality collection of journals, books and conference proceedings that are selected and 

curated by in-house WoS editors

Source: Editor-in-Chief, Web of Science

Flagships

SCIE SSCI AHCI

ESCI

BKCI CPCI

Quality criteria Quality criteria

Gain impact

Lose impact

Evaluation* Lose quality*

WoS Core Collection

Journals Books Conference Proceedings
SCIE: science BKCI: all disciplines CPCI: all disciplines
SSCI: social science
AHCI: arts & humanities
ESCI: all disciplines

* As determined by WoS evaluation criteria
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Web of Science Core coverage provides not only breadth and depth 
for comprehensive discovery , but also a whitelist/quality collection 
of journals

To better understand the relevant role of the ESCI in the Core Collection of Web of 
Science:

Publishers → Improve the visibility and provide detailed
understanding of the journals citation performance

Authors → Makes author’s work searchable, discoverable and 
citable

Researchers → Discover trends and developments beyond the high-
impact literature



6Enriching the WoS Core Collection with Emerging Sources Citation Index 
expanded coverage globally.

NORTH AMERICA
1333

LATIN AMERICA
720

EUROPE
3531

MENA
328

RUSSIA / CIS
246

SEA
189

ANZ
256

INDIA
200

AFRICA
108

CHINA
124

KOREA
131

JAPAN
79

April 2018

Ethiopia
Ghana
Mauritius
South 
Africa
Uganda
Swaziland



7The Web of Science Core Collection
Improving speed and transparency through an updated journal evaluation process

✓ ISSN
✓ Journal Title
✓ Journal Publisher
✓ URL (online 

journals)
✓ Content Access
✓ Presence of Peer 

Review Policy 
✓ Contact Details

✓ Scholarly content
✓ Article Titles and Article Abstracts in English
✓ Bibliographic Information in Roman Script
✓ Clarity of language
✓ Timeliness and/or Publication Volume
✓ Website Functionality/Journal format
✓ Presence of Ethics Statements
✓ Editorial Affiliation Details
✓ Author Affiliation Details

✓ Editorial Board Structure
✓ Validity of Statements
✓ Peer Review
✓ Content Relevance
✓ Grant Support Details
✓ Adherence to Community 

Standards
✓ Author Distribution
✓ Journal Self-Citations

✓ Comparative Citation 
Analysis

✓ Author Citation Analysis
✓ EBM Citation Analysis
✓ Content Significance

Online 
Submission Form

In-house Web of Science Editors

Initial Triage Editorial Triage Editorial Evaluation1 2 3

Quality criteria Impact criteria

New WoS Editorial Evaluation Pathway Nov 2018 v7

ARCI Editorial EvaluationARCI Triage

Web
Of

Science
Core 

Collection

✓ ISSN
✓Journal Title
✓ Publisher
✓ URL (online 

journals)
✓ Content Access
✓DOI/Pagination
✓ Timeliness / 

Volume

✓Article Types
✓ Statement of Journal Scope
✓ Content Relevance
✓ Language Quality
✓ Cited References
✓ Editorial Board Structure

These are 13 REQUIRED fields.  Selected 
titles MUST have each of these elements

Arabic 
Citation 

Index

Identity
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The Web of Science Selection Criteria
A progression is possible between ARCI and  ESCI and  SCIE/SSCI/AHCI

ARCI 
13/28 criteria

ESCI
24/28 criteria

SCIE/SSCI/AHCI
28/28 criteria

Web of Science Platform

Web of Science Core Collection
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The Web of Science journal evaluation process has three main 
objectives that are independent from commercial activities. 
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EDITORIAL 
TEAM

17 Eds

Full 
Time

12 
languag

es

Do not
publish

Not in 
journals

Commu
nication

Uniformity of 

judgement

Continuous 

monitoring of 

current 

content

Around 150 years 

of experience in 

the role

Advanced 

degrees

Full time job

No conflict of 

interest

Journals are selected through a UNIQUE EDITORIAL PROCESS 
independent from commercial and publishing activities 
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The guiding principles of the Web of Science journal selection 
process have remained consistent over 50 years.

Selectivity - Objectivity - Transparency

A complex
process: no 
one factor is
considered in 

isolation

Each journal
evaluated upon
its own merits. 

Unbiased
approach

Coverage is not
static: titles are 
monitored to

ensure
performance 

Evaluation
decisions are 

independent of 
commercial
operations

Journal Selection Criteria are applied consistently and objectively to 
each journal.

Minimum criteria
required 

at the time of 
submission

Editorial assessment of 
publication quality 

Needed for acceptance to the Core 
Collection of  

Web of Science

Assessment of 
citation performance

and calculation of 
ranking in JCR
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Web of Science champions ethical publishing practices

Refraining from misrepresenting the names, 
qualifications, or involvement of editorial board 
members.

Displaying clear and transparent statements regarding 
business models:  subscription based or open access -
article processing charges (APCs) or similar fees.

Refraining from all forms of plagiarism and copyright 
infringement.

We remain dedicated to preserving the integrity, accuracy and reliability of 
our products by using a consistent, unbiased process to select the world's 
top-tier journals.

Clarivate Analytics requires strict standards of ethical publishing that include 
but are not limited to:
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Improving speed and transparency through an updated journal evaluation process

✓ ISSN
✓ Journal Title
✓ Journal Publisher
✓ URL (online 

journals)
✓ Content Access
✓ Presence of Peer 

Review Policy 
✓ Contact Details

✓ Scholarly content
✓ Article Titles and Article Abstracts in English
✓ Bibliographic Information in Roman Script
✓ Clarity of language
✓ Timeliness and/or Publication Volume
✓ Website Functionality/Journal format
✓ Presence of Ethics Statements
✓ Editorial Affiliation Details
✓ Author Affiliation Details

✓ Editorial Board Structure
✓ Validity of Statements
✓ Peer Review
✓ Content Relevance
✓ Grant Support Details
✓ Adherence to Community Standards
✓ Author Distribution
✓ Journal Self-Citations

✓ Comparative Citation 
Analysis

✓ Author Citation 
Analysis

✓ EBM Citation Analysis
✓ Content Significance

Online 
Submission Form

In-house Web of Science Editors

Initial Triage Editorial Triage Editorial Evaluation1 2 3

Submission cannot 
be completed 

• Re-submission 
welcome as soon 
as issues have 
been resolved

Failed editorial triage

• Re-submission welcome as soon as issues 
have been resolved

Failed editorial quality evaluation

• Re-submission subject to embargo of at least two 
years

Failed editorial impact 
evaluation

• Entry/continued 
coverage in ESCI

• Re-evaluation subject 
to embargo of two 
years

Unsuccessful outcomes

Enters ESCI and is evaluated for impact Enters SCIE/SSCI/AHCI
Starts editorial 

triage
Starts editorial evaluation

Successful outcomes

Quality criteria Impact criteria
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Journals must meet a set of Minimum Criteria at the time of Submission

Minimum criteria
required 

at the time of 
submission

✓ISSN
✓JOURNAL TITLE
✓JOURNAL PUBLISHER
✓URL (online journals)
✓Content Access
✓Presence of Peer Review Policy
✓Contact Details

Starts editorial triage

Submission cannot 
be completed 

Re-submission 
welcome as soon 

as issues have 
been resolved

Unsuccessful
Outcome

Successful
Outcome

INITIAL TRIAGE



15All journals are evaluated on Quality Criteria, needed for acceptance in the Core 
Collection of Web of Science 

EVALUATION ON QUALITY CRITERIA

✓Scholarly content
✓Article Titles and Article Abstracts in English
✓Bibliographic Information in Roman Script
✓Clarity of language
✓Timeliness and/or Publication Volume
✓Website Functionality/Journal format
✓Presence of Ethics Statements
✓Editorial Affiliation Details
✓Author Affiliation Details

Starts Editorial Evaluation

Failed editorial 
triage

Re-submission 
welcome as soon 

as issues have 
been resolved

Unsuccessful
Outcome

Successful
Outcome

Editorial assessment of 
publication quality 

EDITORIAL TRIAGE
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International Editorial Conventions

Informative Editorial titles

Fully descriptive Article titles and abstracts

Full address information for every author



17The journal should publish on time according to its publishing 
schedule 

o For electronic-only journals that publish continuously, a minimum of 20 articles 
per year is considered a healthy influx of contributions 



18EVALUATION ON QUALITY CRITERIA

✓Editorial Board Structure
✓Validity of Statements
✓Peer Review
✓Content Relevance
✓Grant Support Details
✓Adherence to Community Standards
✓Author Distribution
✓Journal Self-Citations

Enters ESCI 
and is evaluated for impact

Failed editorial 
quality evaluation

Re-submission 
subject to 

embargo of at 
least two years

Unsuccessful
Outcome

Successful
Outcome

Editorial assessment of 
publication quality 

EDITORIAL EVALUATION
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Funding source is also recommended whenever possible
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Contents must be consistent with scope, authors, editors and 
target audience

oDoes this journal target an International or Regional 
audience?¿Is it General or Specific?

oThe geographical distribution and representation of 
the editorial board and authorship are considered in 
the context of the journal’s target audience and 
scope.

oCitation Impact of Regional and Specific Journals may 
be low to moderate – but stable
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Relevance is evaluated by subject coverage and comparison in 
same area

oHow does this journal compare with covered 
journals of similar scope?

o Is this subject already well covered?

oWill this journal enrich WoS with novel content?

Subject relevance - the relationship of the journal 
under evaluation to journals already covered in a 
particular area or product.

Content relevance - the journal needs to publish 
scholarly content consistent with the journal’s 
declared aims and scope.



22All journals that meet Quality Criteria, are assessed on Impact and Citation Behavior

✓Comparative Citation Analysis
✓Author Citation Analysis
✓EBM Citation Analysis
✓Content Significance

Enters SCIE/SSCI/AHCI

Failed editorial 
impact evaluation

•Entry/continued 
coverage in ESCI

•Re-evaluation 
subject to 

embargo of two 
years

Unsuccessful
Outcome

Successful
Outcome

Editorial assessment of 
publication impact 

EVALUATION ON IMPACT CRITERIA
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Impact Factor Calculation
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➢

➢

Self-citation at all levels is acceptable if not excessive in the context of 
specific research areas
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Journals can be suppressed from JCR for excessive self-citation 

o Suppression is not de-selection from coverage; journals can remain indexed in 
Web of Science while investigated for excessive self-citation 

o Excessive self-citation weakens the integrity of the journal’s Impact Factor

o Most journals in WoS have self-citation rates of less than or equal to 15%

Effect of Self Citations on rank in 
category:

From Q1

To Q4
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EVALUATION ON CITATION PERFORMANCE

Total Citations:

o Integration of the 
journal into the 
literature over time

Impact Factor:

o Recent citation 
activity

Author, EAB citations in 
the literature.

Quality
Evaluation

Citation
analysis

Citation Activity = # citations to a journal
related to items published

Citation Performance = Citation Activity
compared to other journals
in same category
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EXAMPLE: 

Whenever a journal has new content available
online, 
please alert our Technical Team at:
ts.eog-ejournals@clarivate.com

Journals must minimize the probability of losing citations

mailto:ts.eog-ejournals@clarivate.com
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Journal Publication must always be subject to improvements:

Instructional Videos on WoS
http://ips.clarivate.com/training/

https://clarivate.libguides.com/wosupdates/whatsnew

http://ips.clarivate.com/training/
https://clarivate.libguides.com/wosupdates/whatsnew


29The Web of Science Core Collection
Improving speed and transparency through an updated journal evaluation process

✓ ISSN
✓ Journal Title
✓ Journal Publisher
✓ URL (online 

journals)
✓ Content Access
✓ Presence of Peer 

Review Policy 
✓ Contact Details

✓ Scholarly content
✓ Article Titles and Article Abstracts in English
✓ Bibliographic Information in Roman Script
✓ Clarity of language
✓ Timeliness and/or Publication Volume
✓ Website Functionality/Journal format
✓ Presence of Ethics Statements
✓ Editorial Affiliation Details
✓ Author Affiliation Details

✓ Editorial Board Structure
✓ Validity of Statements
✓ Peer Review
✓ Content Relevance
✓ Grant Support Details
✓ Adherence to Community 

Standards
✓ Author Distribution
✓ Journal Self-Citations

✓ Comparative Citation 
Analysis

✓ Author Citation Analysis
✓ EBM Citation Analysis
✓ Content Significance

Online 
Submission Form

In-house Web of Science Editors

Initial Triage Editorial Triage Editorial Evaluation1 2 3

Quality criteria Impact criteria

New WoS Editorial Evaluation Pathway Nov 2018 v7

ARCI Editorial EvaluationARCI Triage

Web
Of

Science
Core 

Collection

✓ ISSN
✓Journal Title
✓ Publisher
✓ URL (online 

journals)
✓ Content Access
✓DOI/Pagination
✓ Timeliness / 

Volume

✓Article Types
✓ Statement of Journal Scope
✓ Content Relevance
✓ Language Quality
✓ Cited References
✓ Editorial Board Structure

These are 13 REQUIRED fields.  Selected 
titles MUST have each of these elements

Arabic 
Citation 

Index

Identity

Flagship Indexes  - SCIE/SSCI/AHCI
28/28 Criteria
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1. Better understanding of the Journal Selection Process

2. Answer to questions related to Journal Selection

3. Specify the roles of different editions

4. Monthly Frequency: in English and in Spanish

5. One hour and a quarter duration

6. Registration and reference required

7. mila.cahue@clarivate.com

8. WoS Training links  http://ips.clarivate.com/training/

9. https://clarivate.libguides.com/wosupdates/whatsnew

Editors, researchers, publishers and members of the
Scientific/Academic Communities are invited to join our free online 
OPEN HOUSE SESSIONS

mailto:mila.cahue@clarivate.com
http://ips.clarivate.com/training/
https://clarivate.libguides.com/wosupdates/whatsnew
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http://bit.ly/2BKyJvd

Evaluation Form & Workshop certificate

http://bit.ly/2BKyJvd


oPeer Review




















