LAB SAFETY

1. Apparel: Shoes are to be worn at all times. It is best not to wear open toed shoes or sandals, since they offer no protection from spills. We will be using substances that can ruin your clothes, e.g. bleach, so if you have a lab coat, you may want to wear it. We will not be using many dangerous chemicals, but safety glasses will be provided when we are using acids, etc.

2. No eating, drinking or smoking in the laboratory at any time. 

3. Spills: If you spill a chemical on yourself, wash immediately with copious amounts of water and notify the TA or me. In the event of a spill on the floor or a bench involving hazardous materials (such as strong acid or base or a volatile organic compound) notify us immediately and receive instructions regarding cleanup before attempting to clean it up yourself. 

4. Accidents: Be careful! Pay attention to what you are doing at all times. If you injure yourself in the laboratory in any way (however minor you may think the injury is), report it to us immediately.

5. Broken Glass: Everybody breaks glass occasionally. If you break something, don't rush to clean it up with your hands. Find a broom or dust brush, sweep up the glass and place it in the appropriate broken glassware container. Do not ever put any glass in the regular trash can. 

6. Other Waste: Do not put any waste chemicals down the sink. We will instruct you as to disposal. All transgenic material must be autoclaved before disposal. We will also be using sharps, e.g. needles, and other "hospital" supplies, e.g. syringes These must be disposed of in a special container, not in the trash.

7. Pipetting: Mouth pipetting is forbidden. Use pipettors at all times. 

8. Volatile Chemicals: Use the fume hood when working with volatile chemicals. Check to make sure the hood is working before opening the volatile chemical. 

9. Dirty Labware: Follow the TAs instructions on how to deal with dirty labware.

10. Labeling: Make sure that all of your cultures, etc. are properly labeled and materials are stored where instructed.

11. Transgenic procedures: Genetic manipulation experiments must be carried out in accordance with guidelines laid down by National Institutes of Health, and our local Environmental Health and Safety on our campus. We will instruct you in this.

